THE  ENGLISH  RENAISSANCE

was pub. T. P. Courtenay in his Memoeris of Sir William Temple
(1836) and a complete ed. by E, A. Parry (1888, now in Ev.
Lib.). The standard modern ed. with a memoir is that of G. C.
Moore Smith (O.U.P. 1928).

THE THEOPHRASTAN CHARACTER

The pithy description of a social type in prose called The
Character was a favourite literary form in seventeenth-cen-
tury England. It should be carefully distinguished from the
historical "Character" or portrait of an actual person, which
was popular during the same period. The character sketches
of types seemed to have been originally inspired by the
ancient Greek characters of Theophrastus, the Athenian
philosopher, discovered by Casaubon the French scholar,
and pub. by him with a Latin tr. in 1592. Perhaps the first
English "characters" of the Theophrastan type are Ben
Jonson's short descriptions of the dramatis personae of Every
Man out of his Humour (1600). The earliest English collection
of characters seems to have been The Characters of Vertues and
Vices by Joseph Hall (1608). In 1614 appeared the famous
collection pub. with the second ed. of Sir T. Overbury's
'poem, A Wife. These "witty characters5' are probably the
work of a number of authors, one of whom was almost cer-
tainly the dramatist John Webster. A modern critical ed. of
The Overburian Characters ed. W. J. Paylor with a valuable
introd. was pub. in the Percy Reprints in 1936. Nicholas
Breton's Characters upon Essaies Moral! and Divine (1615) is an
interesting early attempt to combine the character and the
essay. (For this and Breton's other collection of characters
see p. 238.) The beautiful collection of characters by John
Earle (afterwards Bishop of Salisbury) called Microcosmo-
graphie first appeared in 1628. There are many modern edd.
including one by W. H. Rouse in T.G. and another pub.
the C.U.P. in 1933. The remarkable Characters by S. Butler,
the author of Hudibras, were not pub. till 1759, when they
appeared in his Genuine Remains (see p. 287). There is a
modern ed. in voL 2 of Butler's Works, ed. A. R. Waller
(G.U.P.). In the reign of Charles II were pub. a number
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